8C-eo:(ss-unu) NOIlVHna « (BSD * 90C6ZZ8:SINa * 0/kdllXd3-OldSn:iiAS « [»uill pjepiflOS ujajSBgJ Wd SIWS 5002/9 HE IV OAOH « «/i BOVd 

PATENT Application: 09/316,546 

Attorney Doc :t No.: 99-012 

AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for providing an offe 
a transaction between a merchant and a customer, comprising: 

receiving , via an electronic communications network, a request for 
authorization of a purchase amount, the purchase amount to be paid from £ 
financial account of the customer; 

determining an offer based on the received request; 

transmitting an authorization of the purchase amount; 

transmitting the offer for output to the customer on a record of chaq 

receiving an acceptance of the offer by the customer on the record o 

and 

providing a benefit to the customer after receiving the acceptance. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1, in which the offer defh is an 
obligation for the customer to fulfill in exchange for the benefit. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 2, in which the benefit co lprises 
a supplemental product, and in which the obligation comprises an additi on 1 
payment to be provided by the customer in exchange for the supplemental >roduct. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 2, in which the benefit co iprises 
a discount. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 2, in which the obligati on 
comprises participation in a survey. 
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6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for providing an offi ■ during 
a transaction between a merchant and a customer, comprising: 

receivin g, via an electronic communications network, a request for 
authorization of a purchase amount, the purchase amount to be paid from ; 
financial account of a customer; 

determining an offer based on the received request; 

transmitting an authorization of the purchase amount; 

transmitting the offer for output to the customer on a record of char; e; and 

providing a benefit to the customer if the offer is accepted. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
receiving an acceptance of the offer on the record of charge. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 7, further comprising: 
adjusting an available credit limit of the financial account bas ;d on 

the received acceptance. 

9. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 8, in which the adjusting tep 
includes: 

providing a discount on the purchase amount. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 8, wherein the adjusting s ep 
includes: 

providing a reward of alternate currency after the acceptance. 
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1 L (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of trai smitting 

the authorization comprises: 

determining whether the financial account is in good standing . and 

transmitting the authorization for the transaction if the financ al 

account is in good standing. 

12. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the step of 
determining whether the account is in good standing comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the financial acc »unt is at 

least zero. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the step of 
determining whether the account is in good standing comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the financial acc >unt is at 
least zero after acceptance of the offer by the customer, 

14. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the step of trai smitting 
the offer further comprises: 

determining whether the financial account is in good standing and 
transmitting the offer for output to the customer on a record c 'charge 
if the financial account is in good standing. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of 
determining whether the account is in good standing comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the financial acc oint is at 

least zero. 
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16. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of 
determining whether the account is in good standing comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the financial acc unt is at 
least zero after acceptance of the offer by the customer. 

17. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
transmitting a survey. 

18. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 17, wherein the survey cc nprises 
at least one question relating to quality of a merchant. 

19. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 7, wherein the survey cc nprises 
at least one question relating to a third party. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 7, wherein the survey cc nprises 
at least one question regarding a product purchased during the transaction 

21. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the offer is de mnined 
based on a product identifier of a product purchased during the transactior 

22. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the offer is de rrmined 
based on a merchant identifier. 

23. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the offer is de xmined 
based on the purchase amount. 
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24. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the offer is foi a 
supplemental product to be received by the customer. 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 24, in wh zh the 
supplemental product comprises a service, and further comprising: 

providing a discount on the purchase amount after the customer acc pts the 
offer for a service. 



26. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 25, wherein the offer con arises a 
requirement that the customer use the service for a predetermined time. 

27. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 25, wherein the service ir 
least one of long distance telephone service, Internet service, banking serv 
credit card account services, insurance service, securities trading service, t 
television service, and cable television service. 

28. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
providing a discount to the customer after the customer accepts the ffer. 

29. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
providing the customer with a coupon after an acceptance of the off r. 
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30. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the offer comf ises a 
plurality of offers. 
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3 1 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 30, wherein the customer iccepts 
at least one of the plurality of offers, 

32. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the record of c large 
includes at least one signature line, each of the at least one signature line t >ing 
associated with one of the purchase amount and the offer. 

33. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
adjusting a balance of a financial account of the merchant if the cus Diner 

accepts the offer. 

34. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the financial a count is 
a credit card account. 

35. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 34, wherein the offer is 
determined based on an available balance of the credit card account. 

36. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 34, wherein the offer is b sed on 
credit history of the customer. 

37. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, wherein the financial a count is 
a debit account. 



-7- 

99-012 RS I2.l6.04.doc 



XVd TG:fiT S002/9T/C0 



8C-60:(ss-ujuj) NOLLVtina - :aiSO , 00C6ZZ8:S!Na « O/l.-dHXrQ-OldSfVMAS « [auiti pjepueis ujajseg] Wd S00Z/9UC IV QAOW . EZ/Cl aOVd 



PATENT Application o.: 09/316,54* 

Attorney Do et No.: 99-012 

38. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of 
transmitting the authorization further comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the debit account is at sast 
equal to the purchase amount; and if so: 

transmitting the authorization. 

39. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of 
transmitting the authorization further comprises: 

determining whether an available balance of the debit account is at ;ast 
equal to the purchase amount plus an amount associated with the offer; an . if so: 
transmitting the authorization. 

40. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 6, furtt >r 
comprising: 

reconciling a merchant account after receiving the record of charge. 

41 . (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
debiting the financial account by the purchase amount. 

42. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
crediting a merchant account after receiving an acceptance by the ci stonier. 

43 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 6, wherei i the 
step of transmitting the offer further comprises: 

transmitting a code to a point-of-sale terminal of the merchant poim of sale 
terminal , the code corresponding to the offer. 
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44. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for processing a tran action 
between a merchant and a customer, comprising: 

receiving an indication of a financial account to be charged for a pu :hase 
amount corresponding to a transaction; 

transmittin g, via an electronic communications network, a request f r 
authorization to charge the financial account for the purchase amount; 

receiving, in response to the transmitting step, an authorization for t ie 
purchase amount and an offer to be presented to the customer; and 

providing the offer to the customer on a record of charge. 



45. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 44, further comprising: 
transmitting a survey to be completed by the customer. 

46. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 45, wherein the survey cc nprises 
at least one question regarding quality of a merchant. 

47. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 45, wherein the survey cc nprises 
at least one question determined by the merchant. 

48. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 45, further comprising: 
receiving a completed survey from the customer. 

49. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 44, wherein the record of charge 
contains at least one signature line, each of the at least one signature line 
corresponding to one of the purchase amount and the offer. 
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50. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 44, further comprising: 
receiving an adjustment to a balance of a financial account of the m rchant 

after the customer accepts the offer. 

51. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for providing an ofift * to a 
customer during a transaction between a customer and a merchant, compri ing: 

registerin g, via a computing device, an offer with a financial institul on, the 
offer to be presented to a customer during a transaction with a merchant, ti e offer 
specifying a product; 

receiving an indication of an acceptance of the offer by the custome on a 
record of charge generated at a merchant point-of-sale terminal; and 

providing the product to the customer. 

52. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 5 1 , wherein the product h a 
service. 

53. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 52, further comprising: 
offering a discount in exchange for accepting the service. 

54. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 52, wherein the service is it least 
one of long distance telephone service, Internet service, banking services, redit 
card account services, insurance service, securities trading service, satellite 
television service, and cable television service. 

55. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 51, wherein the record of charge 
contains separate signature lines for the purchase amount and the offer. 
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56. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for accepting an offi 
comprising; 

initiating a transaction with a merchant; 

providing, to the merchant, an identifier of a financial account to cb 
purchase amount for the transaction; and 

receiving, from the merchant, a record of charge for the transaction 
by a point-of-sale terminal . 

the record of charge including the purchase amount, and 

the record of charge including an indication of an offer. 

57. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 56, fur ler 
comprising providing an acceptance of the offer on the record of charge. 

58. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 57, further comprising: 
receiving an adjustment of a balance of the financial account based «i the 

acceptance. 
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